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Phil 1020: Introduction to Ethics
Spring 2026

Jennifer Jensen, PhD
jjensen2@uccs.edu
Office: Columbine 4054
Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 12:15pm-1:45pm or By Appointment


COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is an introduction to ethics.  The first half of the course will focus on two main issues in ethical theory: (1) Are there any moral truths at all?  (2) What is it to be moral?  We will explore and evaluate how both classical and contemporary philosophers have sought to answer these questions.  The second half of the course will focus on topics in applied ethics.  Note: This course is a designated Explore and Writing Intensive course in Compass Curriculum. 

COURSE OBJECTIVESGrading Scale
A 	=	93 points or more
A-	=	90-92 points
B+	=	88-89 points
B	=	83-87 points
B-	=	80-82 points
C+	=	78-79 points
C	=	73-77 points
C-	=	70-72 points
D+	=	68-69 points	
D	=	63-67 points
D- 	=	60-62 points
F	=	59 points or less

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Describe and evaluate the traditional ethical theories of Western philosophy
· Use basic philosophical methodology to analyze ethical issues
· Clearly and precisely articulate philosophical positions on ethical issues
· Profitably and charitably discuss controversial issues 

TEXTBOOK AND MATERIALS
Doing Ethics (7th Edition)—HARDCOPY REQUIRED Basis for Grading
Reading Annotations	=	20 points
Position Paper 1		= 	20 points
Position Paper 2		=	20 points
Midterm Exam		=	20 points
Final Exam		=	20 points
					

Author: Lewis Vaughn
ISBN: 978-0-393-88593-4
Other readings available on Canvas
A spiral notebook

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Reading Annotations (20 points): You will have a required reading assignment (of a reasonable length!) for (almost!) every day of class.  While you are carefully reading the text, you will make annotations.  You will submit a single pdf of your annotations on Canvas by the beginning of class on the day that the associated reading is due.  Due to the fact that these are time-sensitive assignments, they will not be accepted late.  I will offer guidelines for your annotations on the first day of class.  

Over the course of the semester, there will be 12 reading annotation assignments.  Each will be worth 2 points.  I will drop your lowest two reading annotation grades.  Thus, if you miss one or two weeks, your reading annotations grade will not suffer.  

Position Papers (20 points each): You will write two position papers over the course of the semester: one before the midterm and one after the midterm.  You will write your position papers on specific questions that I give you using your readings as resources.  Each paper will be 3 pages in length.  On the weeks that your papers are due, you will present your ideas to the class once as a Reader and once as a Response Leader.  Here is a description of each role:



· Reader: For each topic, there will be 3 readers.  On the day that you are a reader, you will read your paper to the class.  Then you will field questions about your paper.

· Lead Constructive Critic: Each LCC will write a position paper on the topic (though they will not read their papers).  I will assign each LCC a Reader and a group of students.  The LCC will lead the group in productive disagreement with the assigned Reader.  

Your position paper grade will be based on your written paper (15 points) and your presentation role (5 points).  If you cannot attend class for any reason on the days that you are scheduled to be involved in the presentation, you will need to see me about changing topics or you will lose your 5 presentation points.  On the second week of class, you will sign up for your two topics.  Take a look at the position paper questions to see what topics most interest you.  

Midterm and Final Exams (20 points each): The midterm exam will include questions from the first half of the course drawn from our class sessions and the assigned readings.  The final exam will cover the second half of the course.  Prior to the exams, I will discuss the nature of the exams more specifically and hand out a review sheet.  

Attendance: You are expected to attend every class session and be prepared to engage in the classroom discussion.  I realize that you may sometimes miss class for reasons beyond your control.  Therefore, there will be no penalty for the first two missed classes.  Every absence beyond two will result in a 3 point reduction in your final grade.  If you miss more than 5 classes, you will automatically receive an F in the course.  Note: Please do your best to arrive on time to class.  If you arrive more than 30 minutes late, you will receive credit for attending half of a class.

CLASS POLICY
Late Policy: The reading annotations must be submitted on Canvas by the beginning of class.  Position papers must be turned in on the scheduled due dates.  Exams must be taken on the scheduled dates.  

Technology in the Classroom: The bulk of our class time will be spent in large group discussion.  This will require your active participation.  To facilitate this, laptop computers, iPads, etc. will not be permitted in the classroom.  There is one exception to this—you may use a device to follow along with a classmate’s position paper.  Please plan to take your notes in a notebook.  Moreover, I ask that you store your phone, headphones (even bone conduction headphones), and AirPods while in the classroom.

Academic Honesty: 
All written assignments are to be completed individually; students are in no way to work in a collaborative manner on papers unless explicitly given permission to do so.  Any ideas that appear in your work that were obtained from an outside source must acknowledge that source.  Note that academic dishonesty is a serious offense; any student caught plagiarizing parts or all of a paper or purchasing a paper from another source will receive an F in the course.

The use of AI tools, including Grammarly, is NOT permitted in this course unless explicit permission is given in the assignment.  When the use of an AI tool is allowed, it will be explicitly noted in the assignment directions and the acceptable use of such tools will also be detailed.  You are responsible for the information you submit based on an AI query (for instance, that it does not violate intellectual property laws, or contain misinformation or unethical content). Your use of AI tools must be properly documented and cited, using quotation marks or other appropriate indicators of quoted material when appropriate, to stay within university policies on academic honesty.

Classroom Conduct: Classroom disruptions negatively affect the learning environment.  “Disruption,” as applied to the academic setting, means verbal and other behavior in the classroom that a faculty member judges as interfering with normal academic functions.  Disruptive behavior will be handled according to the university policy.  For more information, go to the UCCS Dean of Students webpage under the tab Student Conduct.



SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

	DATE
	TOPIC
	REQUIRED READING
	ASSIGNMENT

	January 26
	Introduction

	
	None


	February 2

	Moral Reasoning

	Vaughn—Chapter 3
· Moral Statements and Arguments (pp. 55-58)
· Testing Moral Premises (pp. 58-59)
· Avoiding Bad Arguments (pp. 60-64)
· Writing and Speaking About Moral Issues (pp. 66-68)

	Reading Annotations 1 Due

Discuss Position Papers and Sign Up

	February 9

	Moral Relativism

	Vaughn—Chapter 2
· Benedict “Anthropology and the Abnormal” (pp. 33-35)
· Rachels, “Why Morality is Not Relative” (pp. 35-42)

	Reading Annotations 2 Due

Position Paper 1--Topic A Due


	February 16
	Deontology

	Vaughn—Chapter 6
· Kant, except from Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morals (pp. 137-146)

	Reading Annotations 3 Due
Position Paper 1--Topic B Due



	February 23
	Consequentialism

	Vaughn—Chapter 5
· Utilitarianism (pp. 91-100)
· Learning from Utilitarianism (pp. 100-101)

	Reading Annotations 4 Due
Position Paper 1--Topic C Due



	March 2
	Consequentialism 


	Vaughn—Chapter 5
· Mill, excerpt from Utilitarianism (pp. 112-116)
	Reading Annotations 5 Due
Position Paper 1--Topic D Due

Discuss Midterm Exam


	March 9

	Virtue Theory

	Vaughn—Chapter 7
· Aristotle, excerpt from Nicomachean Ethics (pp. 157-165)

	Reading Annotations 6 Due
Position Paper 1--Topic E Due

Midterm Exam Technology Check


	March 16
	MIDTERM EXAM

	None
	None

	March 23
	SPRING BREAK
	
	


	March 30
	Abortion
	Vaughn—Chapter 9
· Marquis, “Why Abortion is Immoral” (pp. 241-252)

	Reading Annotations 7 Due


	April 6
	Abortion

	Vaughn—Chapter 9
· Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion” (pp. 222-232)
· Warren “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion” Sections II.1—On the Definition of ‘Human’ and II.2—Defining the Moral Community (pp. 236-239)



	Reading Annotations 8 Due
Position Paper 2--Topiqc A Due



	April 13

	Capital Punishment
	Vaughn—Chapter 19
· Van den Haag, “The Ultimate Punishment: A Defense” (pp. 545-548)
· Reiman, “Justice, Civilization and the Death Penalty: Answering van den Haag” (pp. 549-555)

	Reading Annotations 9 Due
Position Paper 2--Topic B Due



	April 20
	Animal Rights
	Canvas and Paper Handout
· Singer, excerpt from Animal Liberation Now
	Reading Annotations 10 Due
Position Paper 2--Topic C Due


	April 27
	AI

	Canvas and Paper Handout
· Aylsworth and Castro, “Should I Use ChatGPT to Write My Papers?” Section 3—Adequate Reasons (pp. 13-20)
· Gorrieri, “Should I Use ChatGPT as an Academic Aid?” (pp. 1-4)

	Reading Annotations 11 Due
Position Paper 2--Topic D Due

Discuss Final Exam


	May 4

	Economic Justice

	Vaughn—Chapter 22
Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” (pp. 682-687)
	Reading Annotations 12 Due
Position Paper 2--Topic E Due



	Monday
May 11
10:20am-12:20pm
Usual Room

	FINAL EXAM
	None
	None
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