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Dissertation Abstract:
“Ritual and Moral Education: A Confucian Contribution”

This dissertation argues that the Confucian notion of ritual (li i&), can make substantial
contributions to contemporary work in moral education. Specifically, | argue that ritual
provides a necessary supplement to Lev Vygotsky’s social learning theory, one of the most
plausible theories of cognitive development currently available. According to Vygotsky,
language is the primary tool by which we acquire knowledge and skills. From the perspective
of moral development, however, this picture is too reductive: we do not learn to be good
through discourse alone. We must also acquire prosocial habits and practices, and this is an
end to which ritual can readily contribute.
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