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Course Description

As part of the History of Western Philosophy sequence, this course examines the main philosophical movements of over seven millennia spanning from 310 BCE until 450 CE.  Focusing particularly on Hellenistic philosophy (namely, Epicurean, Stoic, and Skeptical thought), the course will analyze themes within the tripartite Hellenistic division of philosophy into Logic, Physics and Ethics.  We will also trace the development of Hellenistic themes through Neo-Platonism and Augustine, or the beginnings of Medieval thought as much as we have time for at the end of the course. Questions to be analyzed include how, given a burgeoning scientific understanding of the world, free will, and thus ethics, might be accounted for.  What is the ultimate telos, or goal, of human existence, and how best might we live to achieve it?  And if death is the complete cessation of our existence, why do we fear it?  Any course on ancient philosophy must contend with the sources, often fragmentary and doxographical, through which knowledge of these thinkers comes to us, and so the class will deal concurrently with hermeneutic questions as to how best to understand what remains of these ancient writings. 

My courses are generally run seminar-style, not because I like to torture students by making them speak in front of each other, but because I believe in taking responsibility for and ownership in the courses one takes. Student presentations are one way of encouraging this.  Philosophy involves more than being a bystander; it is dialogical and participatory, and the extent to which you help make it that in this class will determine the benefits to your own philosophical thinking.  Although the materials we will be reading are thousands of years old, the issues and problems presented remain contemporary, and in this sense the interests of the course are not simply historical.  Rather, we will look to the ancients so as to gain a better understanding of ourselves today, the world we find ourselves in, and how best to go about living in it.

Goals

· To develop critical reasoning, writing and analytical skills by interpreting, analyzing and evaluating primary philosophical works

· To acquaint students with Hellenistic Philosophy

· To engage in the doing of philosophy through active dialogue with each other and texts

· To challenge assumptions and unquestioned beliefs (including those many of us have about Hellenistic Philosophy)

· To think more fully and critically about the world and ourselves

Requirements

10% Attendance and participation
Coming to class on time and being prepared to discuss the assigned readings are essential to the function of the course. Attendance doesn’t simply mean showing up; it includes having done the reading, having taken notes, comments and questions on the reading, being prepared to discuss, and having the reading in front of you.  If you haven’t done the reading or don’t have it with you, you will be asked to leave and counted absent.  Being on time means being in class by 10:50, and staying throughout.  Students are allowed a free absence, or two latenesses, without penalty. Unannounced quizzes to ensure reading and comprehension will be given.

15% Oral Presentation (due dates vary)

You will introduce the reading to the class once this semester.  Although you will be presenting in groups, you will receive individual grades, and can work with your group to whatever extent you are inclined.  As a group, you will be responsible for addressing three things:  1. Explicating what the author is saying, 2. Evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of the argument(s), and 3. Illustrating possible consequences of the position espoused (in other words, ask yourself “so what if this thinker is right? What, if anything, changes?”). You are encouraged to be creative in how you approach these tasks, but do make sure that your creativity is not at the cost of illuminating the ideas presented.  If you need materials or equipment for your presentation, let me know in advance and I can order or otherwise take care of them.

25% Epicurean Paper (6 pages, due Monday, Oct. 3rd)

More information will be available on all papers into the semester.  Topics are usually open to the student to decide and paper prompts are generally handed out two weeks before the paper is due. This course counts as a Writing Intensive course in the Compass Curriculum. This will be the first of three papers you write in this course. The first paper will include a required peer review of your paper draft that you will turn in along with your revised paper. The peer review will happen on the day we do a writing workshop in preparation for submission of the paper.
25% Stoicism Paper (6 pages, due Monday, Nov. 14th)

25% Skepticism Paper (6 pages, due Monday, Dec. 12th)

Texts

Required:

· Hellenistic Philosophy (2nd ed.), B. Inwood and L. Gerson (trans.). Indianapolis (IN): Hackett Publishing Co., 1998.

· Lucretius, On the Nature of Things. Martin Smith (trans.). Indianapolis (IN): Hackett, 1969.

· Epictetus, The Handbook (or Encheiridion). Nicholas White (trans.). Indianapolis (IN): Hackett, 1983.
· Hellenistic Philosophy: Stoics, Epicureans, Sceptics (2nd ed.). A.A. Long. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986.
· Occasional handouts.

The texts are available at the bookstore (on the first floor of the University Center), and you must bring the appropriate text and/or handout with you to class daily.  

Recommended Readings:

Epictetus, The Art of Living, S. Lebell (trans.). New York: Harper Collins, 1994.

———The Discourses, R. Hard (trans.). London: Orion, 1998.

Epicurus, The Essential Epicurus, E. O’Connor (trans.). Buffalo (NY): Prometheus, 1993.

Inwood, Brad. The Cambridge Companion to the Stoics. Cambridge (UK): Cambridge University Press, 

2003. 

Long, A.A. and D.N. Sedley, The Hellenistic Philosophers (vols. 1 and 2). Cambridge (UK): Cambridge 

University Press, 1987.

Marcus Aurelius, The Meditations, G. Hays (trans.). New York: Pan American, 2003.

Sandbach, F.H., The Stoics. Indianapolis (IN): Hackett, 1975.

Sedley, David (ed.), Greek and Roman Philosophy. Cambridge (UK): Cambridge University Press, 2003.

Seneca, Lucius. Epistles (Loeb vols. 75 and 76). Cambridge (MA): Harvard University Press, 1920.

———The Moral Essays (Loeb vol. 214). Cambridge (MA): Harvard University Press, 1920.

Sextus Empiricus, Selections from the Major Writings on Scepticism, Man, and God, S. Etheridge (trans.). 

Cambridge (MA): Avatar, 1985.

Schedule

DATE


TOPIC


READING

Aug. 22
Introductions: Who are you, why are you here, and what have you heard about Hellenistic Philosophy?  Greek cultural, historical, and political background: Plato, Aristotle, Atomism and the Void, READ: Introduction and pp. 3-84

Epicureanism
Aug. 29
Physics and the Swerve, READ: I&G: pp. 85-94, Long:1-30. Lucretius, Atomism and Physics, READ: On the Nature of Things, Books 1-2

Sept. 5
Labor Day Holiday — No classes.


Sept. 12
Pleasure and Ataraxia, Free Will and Political Detachment, READ: I&G: pp. 95-103, Long: 30-49.

Sept. 19
Lucretius, Mind, Body and Death, READ: On the Nature of Things, Books 3-4, Lucretius, Myth, Kosmos and Humanity, READ: On the Nature of Things Books 5-6, Long: 49-74.

Cynicism
Sept. 26
Antisthenes, Diogenes, Crates, and Hipparchia, READ: handout
Stoicism
Oct. 3
Writing Workshop and Peer Review, DUE: Draft of paper
Oct. 10
Pneuma, Nature and God, READ: pp. 103-32, Long: 107-121, DUE: Epicurean Paper.
Oct. 17
Tranquility, Logic and God(s), READ: pp. 132-78, Long: 121-147.
Oct. 24
Fate, READ: pp.179-90, Long: 147-179, Ethics, READ: pp. 190-260, Long: 179-209.
Oct. 31
Epictetus, READ: The Handbook, #s 1-24, Epictetus, READ: The Handbook, #s 25-42

Nov. 7
Epictetus, READ: The Handbook, #s 43-53
Skepticism
Nov. 14
Academic Skepticism: Sense Perception, READ: pp. 261-85, Pyrrhonian Skepticism: Sense Perception, Knowledge and Truth Criteria, READ: pp. 285-301, Long: 75-88, DUE: Stoicism Paper
Nov. 21
Ataraxia and Epoche, READ: pp.302-40, Long: 88-106.

Nov. 28
Sextus Empiricus: Skeptic Logic, READ: pp. 341-61, Sextus Empiricus: Skeptic Physics, READ: pp. 362-86, Sextus Empiricus: Skeptic Ethics, READ: pp. 387-97
Dec. 5
Neo-Platonism to Early Medieval Thought: Plotinus, Porphyry, and Proclus, READ: handout, Philo of Alexandria, Augustine, READ: handout, Long: 210-248.

Wrap-up, FCQs.

Dec. 12
DUE: Skepticism Paper
Grading Rubric

There are many factors to consider in writing (and grading) a paper.  In order to clarify what I expect of papers and so to help you do well, here is roughly what grades mean to me:

A
Focused thesis, organized to support thesis, effective and germane use of textual support, originality of ideas, clear and well-formulated sentences, correct mechanics and citation, effective vocabulary, fluid transitions.

B
Focused thesis, adequate organization in support of thesis, some originality of ideas, clear and well-formulated sentences, correct mechanics and citation.

C
Unfocused and/or weak thesis, partially organized to support thesis, paucity of original ideas, ineffective textual support, incomplete or poorly formulated sentences, informal or inappropriate language, careless editing.

D
No thesis, lack of organization, no original ideas, little or irrelevant textual support, mechanical errors, lack of editing, inadequate length.

F
Plagiarism, no thesis, unintelligibility, no organization, inadequate length.

The Writing Center (Columbine Hall, Room 316, or http://web.uccs.edu/wrtgcntr) is a great resource to help you develop your writing skills.  They can also help you understand proper citation.  I do not require you to use any particular style manual, but whichever you choose (Chicago, MLA, APA, etc.) stay consistent with that one, rather than mixing styles.

Academic Integrity

No form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated.  So as to avoid any inadvertent cheating, let’s review what this might mean.  Academic dishonesty might involve plagiarism, multiple submissions, purchasing papers from paper mills, or improper citation.  Plagiarism is trying to pass off another’s thinking as your own.  Submitting multiple copies of the same paper, or getting papers from a paper mill are clear examples of cheating.  The internet has made plagiarizing even easier, but it’s also made it a lot easier to detect.  If the thought did not originate with you, be sure to cite it, either with quotation marks and footnote, if it’s a direct quote, or with a footnote, if it’s a paraphrase.  Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the university’s academic integrity policy, which can be accessed online at: http://www.cusys.edu/policies/Academic/misconduct.html
Although detailed, this syllabus is nonetheless tentative.  I reserve the right to make changes as I see fit throughout the semester.  
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