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Course Description

The safest general characterization of the European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series of footnotes to Plato. I do not mean the systematic scheme of thought which scholars have doubtfully extracted from his writings. I allude to the wealth of general ideas scattered through them. —Alfred North Whitehead 

No two of his (Plato's) dialogues are completely consistent with each other. No two modern scholars agree as to what any one dialogue exactly means. —Alfred North Whitehead 

…because of the weakness of language … no sensible man will venture to express his deepest thoughts in words, especially in a form which is unchangeable, as is true of written outlines. —Plato, Seventh Letter.

To whatever extent Whitehead’s assessment of western philosophy is hyperbolic and to whatever extent it is correct, it seems beyond doubt that any thorough encounter with the western tradition is already engaged in Platonic thinking. The problem, as the second quote points to, is what is meant by ‘Platonic thinking.’ How are we to read these dialogues? Does Plato have a ‘system’?  Can we base our interpretation of Plato on any of the wildly disparate readings from the past two millennia, or ought we instead to try to encounter Plato anew, to engage with his writings directly and as unmediated by secondary readings as possible?  

With an eye towards these hermeneutic questions, we will address questions emerging from the dialogues such as:

· Whether human nature is intrinsically selfish

· The problem of Being

· Knowledge as recollection

· The nature of Love

· Writing versus speech

· The difference between poetry, rhetoric, and philosophy

This course will provide an in-depth analysis of Plato. It will be conducted seminar-style, meaning that we will focus, to the extent that it is practicable, on discussion, over lecture.  This means that students are expected to take responsibility for helping lead the class both by regular participation and by way of presentations. Rather than reading Plato as of “mere” historical interest, we will attempt to elucidate the continuing significance of Platonic ideas by way of close textual analyses and reflection upon the very historical assumptions we bring to the table in first encountering the dialogues.  It is through such reflection, in conjunction with careful, philosophical analysis, that we may then catch illuminating glimmers of ourselves.

Goals

· To develop critical reasoning, writing and analytical skills by interpreting, analyzing and evaluating primary philosophical works

· To acquaint students with Platonic and Socratic philosophy

· To engage in the doing of philosophy through active dialogue with each other and texts

· To challenge assumptions and unquestioned beliefs (including those many of us have about Plato)

· To think more fully and critically about the world and ourselves

Requirements

10% Attendance and participation
Coming to class on time and being prepared to discuss the assigned readings are essential to the function of the course.  Being on time means being in class by 10:50, and staying throughout.  Students are allowed two free absences, or four latenesses, without penalty.  Being prepared means not only having done the reading, but having taken notes, comments and questions on the reading with which you will be able to contribute to class discussion.  Unannounced quizzes to ensure reading and comprehension may be given.

· If you have a disability for which you are requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact Disability Services within the first week of classes.

· If you are a military student with the potential of being called to military service and /or training during the course of the semester, you are encouraged to contact me no later than the first week of class to discuss the class attendance policy.
15% Oral Presentation (due dates vary)

You will introduce the reading to the class once this semester.  Although you will be presenting in groups, you will receive individual grades.  As a group, you will be responsible for addressing three things:  1. Explicating what the author is saying, 2. Evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of the argument(s), and 3. Illustrating possible consequences of the position espoused (in other words, ask yourself “so what if this thinker is right? What, if anything, changes?”). You are encouraged to be creative in how you approach these tasks, but do make sure that your creativity is not at the cost of illuminating the ideas presented.  If you need materials or equipment for your presentation, let me know in advance and I can order or otherwise take care of them.

25% Paper #1 (6 pages, due Monday, March 6th)

This course counts as a Writing Intensive course in the Compass Curriculum. This will be the first of three papers you write in this course. The first paper will include a required peer review of your paper draft that you will turn in along with your revised paper. The peer review will happen on the day we do a writing workshop in preparation for submission of the paper. A handout detailing the information for this paper and the next will be available as the semester progresses.

25% Paper #2 (6 pages, due Monday, April 3rd)

More information TBA.

25% Paper #3 (6 pages, due Monday, May 15th in my office/mailbox)

More information on this paper will be available later in the semester.

Texts

Required:

· Plato: Complete Works, John Cooper (ed.). Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 1997.

· Occasional handouts or papers.

The text is available at the bookstore (on the first floor of the University Center), and you should bring the appropriate text or handout with you to class daily.  

Recommended Secondary Readings:

General:

· Roochnik, David. Retrieving the Ancients. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2004.

· Sedley, David. The Cambridge Companion to Greek and Roman Philosophy. Cambridge (UK): Cambridge University Press, 2003.

· Shields, Christopher (ed.). The Blackwell Guide to Ancient Philosophy. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2003.

On Plato:

· Annas, Julia.  An Introduction to Plato’s Republic. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981.

· Benardete, Seth. Socrates’ Second Sailing: On Plato’s Republic.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989.
· Gadamer, Hans-Georg. Dialogue and Dialectic. New Haven (CT): Yale University Press, 1980.

· Hyland, Drew. Questioning Platonism. Albany (NY): SUNY University Press, 2004.

· Kahn, Charles. Plato and the Socratic Dialogue. Cambridge (UK): Cambridge University Press, 1996.

· Rosen, Stanley. Plato’s Symposium. New Haven (CT): Yale University Press, 1968.

· ———.The Ancient Quarrel Between Philosophy and Poetry. New York: Routledge, 1993.

· ———.Plato’s Republic: A Study. New Haven (CT): Yale University Press, 2005.

· Sallis, John. Being and Logos (3rd ed.). Bloomington (IN): Indiana University Press, 1996.

· Strauss, Leo. The City and Man. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1964.

· Strauss, Leo. On Plato’s Symposium. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001.

· Tanner, Sonja. In Praise of Plato’s Poetic Imagination. Lanham (MD): Lexington Books, 2010.

· ———. Plato’s Laughter: Socrates as Satyr and Comical Hero. Albany: SUNY Press, 2017.
· Zuckert, Catherine. Postmodern Platos. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996.

Schedule

Date


TOPIC




DUE

Jan. 23

Introduction: Who are you and what have you heard about Plato?  The 

PreSocratics, Athenian cultural, historical and political background, Socrates, Plato and more context

Jan. 30

Apology: Socrates, Philosophy and Death
Read entire, pp. 17-36
Feb. 6

Protagoras: Rhetoric, Philosophy and Comedy
Read entire, pp. 870-97
Feb. 13

7th Letter, Writing Workshop and Peer Review
Read 7th Letter, pp. 1646-67
Feb. 20

TBD
Feb. 27

Phaedo: Socrates’ “Real” Trial,

Read up to 80a (pp. 49-70), 





DUE: Draft of paper
March 6
Phaedo: Body and Soul, the “Theory” of Forms
Read 80a-end (pp. 70-100)








DUE: First Paper
March 13
Symposium: Eros
Read up to end of Aristophanes’ speech (pp. 457-77)
March 20
Symposium: Socrates and the Ladder of Love
Read from p. 477-end.
March 27
Spring Break — No Classes
April 3

Republic: Myth of Gyges, Sun, Line and Cave
Read Books 1-5

DUE: Second Paper
April 10
Republic: Myth of Er



Read Books 6-10
April 17
Phaedrus: The Madness that is Divine, Soul as Chariot
Read entire (pp. 506-56)
April 24
TBD
May 1

Phaedrus: Recollection and Speech versus Writing
May 8

Wrap up
May 15

Final Paper due in my office by noon (COH 4003).
Academic Integrity

No form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated.  So as to avoid any inadvertent cheating, let’s review what this might mean.  Academic dishonesty might involve plagiarism, multiple submissions, purchasing papers from paper mills, or improper citation.  Plagiarism is trying to pass off another’s thinking as your own.  Submitting multiple copies of the same paper, or getting papers from a paper mill are clear examples of cheating.  The internet has made plagiarizing even easier, but it has also made it a lot easier to detect.  If the thought did not originate with you, be sure to cite it, either with quotation marks and footnote, if it’s a direct quote, or with a footnote, if it’s a paraphrase.  Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the university’s academic integrity policy, which can be accessed online at: http://www.cusys.edu/policies/Academic/misconduct.html
A note on this syllabus – syllabi are plans for classes, which have a life of their own.  There may be times when we deviate from the syllabus to address particular interests.  I reserve this right and ask your flexibility in doing so.  This syllabus, while fairly detailed, is therefore only tentative.
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